
Setting:  Toledo Prison, Spain, towards the end of the Spanish Inquisition.

Characters:  the narrator

The Pit and 
the Pendulum
By Edgar Allan Poe

Rising Action Climax Falling Action ResolutionIntroduction

The narrator has 
been brought to 
trial by judges of 
the Spanish inquisi-
tion, and has been 
sentenced to death. 
He has awoken in 
a dark room.

1

The narrator paces the room with a piece of his robe to 
measure the size of the room. He faints before he is able 
to measure the whole thing.

2

The narrator awakens to find food and water has 
been laid out for him. He finds that the perimeter 
of the room is one hundred paces. The narrator 
trips on his robe and realizes there is a large pit 
in the middle of the room. 

3

The narrator awakens and finds himself 
strapped to a wooden frame. A large sharp 
pendulum blade is swinging above him, 
gradually descending.

4

The narrator smears oil 
from the food that had 
been left for him, prompt-
ing the rats to chew 
through his ropes. 

5
The pendulum grazes 
the narrator's chest 
as he escapes. The 
pendulum is raised 
into the ceiling.

6 The walls of the room 
become hot and begin 
to close in on the 
narrator, forcing him 
towards the pit. 

7

The narrator begins 
to fall into the pit.

8

An arm reaches out to save 
the narrator. It is the French 
army who has come to 
dismantle the Inquisition.

9



Copyright of Infographics: Short Story Plot Points is the property of Salem Press and its
content may not be copied or emailed to multiple sites or posted to a listserv without the
copyright holder's express written permission. However, users may print, download, or email
articles for individual use.


