The Lottery
By Shirley Jackson

Setting: Early summer in a small, fictitious farming village in America
Characters: Mrs. Hutchinson (Tessie), Bill Hutchinson, Mr. Summers, the Hutchinson children, other villagers

Mrs. Hutchinson has the paper with
the black dot, marking her as the
victim of "the lottery" stoning.
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Itis a bright, sunny day in Bill Hutchinson draws a paper with a mark The other villagers gather
June, and the people of the on it. Everyone seems anxious, and Mrs. stones and move in on
village are gathering in the Hutchinson is upset, claiming that the Mrs. Hutchinson

town center, awaiting the drawing was unfair. Each member of the ' '

lottery. Children are gather- family is forced to draw a paper.

ing stones and the parents

are chattering amongst G /
themselves. Mr. Summers

arrives with a black box full
of papers.

] Mrs. Hutchinson
Some villagers talk about other towns goes out screaming

that have given up the lottery, shaming that it isn't fair and
them for abandoning tradition and isn't right.
apparent progress.

Mr. Summers ensures that everyone is
present or has someone to stand in for
them. He begins calling the heads of
households in the village.

Mrs. Hutchinson (Tessie) comes running
to the square, having forgotten what
day it was. Everyone is aware of her late
arrival and she is slightly embarrassed.
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