
Setting:  April at George Washington High School, a school in the North of the United States in the 
mid-twentieth century.
Characters:  Nancy Lee, vice-principal O'Shay, Miss Dietrich

One Friday 
Morning
By Langston Hughes

Rising Action Climax Falling Action ResolutionIntroduction

Nancy Lee, a 
graduating senior, 
has experienced 
a great education 
at a school where 
she does not feel 
that her race is 
particularly 
remarked on. 

1

Vice-principal O'Shay 
informs Nancy that her 
detailed watercolor has won 
the Artist Club scholarship.

2

Nancy excitedly returns home and 
begins thinking of how she will 
behave at the awards ceremony, 
and how the scholarship will aid 
her ability to go to art school.

3

The Friday morning of the 
assembly arrives, and Nancy 
has arranged for her mother 
to be at the assembly to 
witness her award acceptance.

4

Nancy is called into vice-principal 
O'Shay's office, where she is told that 
the committee will not award her the 
scholarship on account of her race. 

5

Vice-principal O'Shay 
encourages Nancy to 
continue fighting for 
her dreams.

6
At the assembly, 
Nancy listens to the 
pledge of allegiance 
and resolves to 
make the land as 
it is presented in 
the pledge.

7



Copyright of Infographics: Short Story Plot Points is the property of Salem Press and its
content may not be copied or emailed to multiple sites or posted to a listserv without the
copyright holder's express written permission. However, users may print, download, or email
articles for individual use.


