
Setting:  About 11 pm in a residential area.

Characters:  Roger, Mrs. Luella Bates Washington Jones

Thank You, Ma'am
By Langston Hughes

Rising Action Climax Falling Action ResolutionIntroduction

A large woman 
with a large purse 
is walking down 
the street.

1

A boy runs up to the woman 
and tries to steal her purse. 

2

The strap on the purse breaks and throws the 
boy off balance. He falls and the woman stops 
him, picks him up, and starts talking to him. 

3

The woman drags the boy to her house to 
wash his face. She tells him that her name 
is Mrs. Luella Bates Washington Jones.

4

They reach Mrs. Jones's house. The 
boy washes his face and Mrs. Jones 
offers him food to eat. The boy says 
his name is Roger.

5

Mrs. Jones and Roger 
talk. She reveals that 
she too used to do 
bad things for money. 
The two eat dinner 
together. 

6

Mrs. Jones gives 
Roger ten dollars 
so he can buy the 
shoes he wants 
and escorts him 
outside. 

7

Roger attempts to 
thank Mrs. Jones 
but she closes the 
door before he can 
finish. He never 
sees her again. 

8
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