The Pit and

the Pendulum
By Edgar Allan Poe

Setting: Toledo Prison, Spain, towards the end of the Spanish Inquisition.
Characters: the narrator
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The narrator awakens to find food and water has
been laid out for him. He finds that the perimeter
of the room is one hundred paces. The narrator
trips on his robe and realizes there is a large pit
in the middle of the room.

The narrator paces the room with a piece of his robe to
measure the size of the room. He faints before he is able
to measure the whole thing.
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