
Setting: The carnival season of an eighteenth- or nineteenth-century ambiguous European country, likely Italy.
Characters: The narrator, Fortunato

The Cask of 
Amontillado
By Edgar Allan Poe

Rising Action Climax Falling Action ResolutionIntroduction

The narrator has been 
wronged by a man named 
Fortunato and swears to 
take an appropriate amount 
of revenge on him. Both 
the narrator and Fortunato 
are connoisseurs of fine 
Italian wines.

1

The narrator encounters the drunken 
Fortunato at a carnival, and entreats him 
to help in discerning whether a cask of 
wine was indeed of highly-valuable 
Amontillado or not. 

Fortunato is ecstatic over the prospect of 
tasting Amontillado, and begs the narrator to 
take him to the vault inside the Montresor 
catacombs where the wine is kept.

2

3

The dampness of the catacombs causes 
Fortunato to become ill, but he demands 
that they go on so he does not miss the 
chance to taste the Amontillado.

4

The two continue deep into the 
catacombs and arrive at the supposed 
location of the Amontillado.

5

The narrator chains Fortunato to the back 
wall of the room and begins to build a wall 
trapping him inside.

6

Fortunato yells, prompting the narrator to 
yell back as he continues building the wall. 
The commotion grows but quickly subsides. 

7

Fortunato has a delirious 
conversation with the narrator 
before falling silent.

8

The narrator throws 
a torch through the 
gap that remains in 
the stones, finishes 
his construction, and 
replaces the bones 
in front of the 
newly-built wall.

9
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